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not wear the garb of sannyasins, but who prate about sacrifice and
celibacy, making both cheap and discrediting themselves and their
mission of service.

When I drew up the rules fpr the guidance of the Ashram
at Sabarmati, I circulated copies among friends for advice and
criticism. One was sent to the late Sir Gurudas Banerjee. In ack-
nowledging his copy he advised me to add humility to the vows
mentioned in the rules. In his letter he said that young workers
lacked humility. I told the late Sir Gurudas that whilst I valued
his advice and fully recognized the necessity of humility, the men-
tion of it as a vow would derogate from its dignity. It must be
taken for granted that those who cultivate truth, ahimsa, brakma-
charya, must be humble. Truth without humility would be an
arrogant caricature. He who wants to practise truth knows
how hard it is. The world may applaud his so-called triumphs.
Little does the world know his falls. A truthful man is a chas-
tened being. He has need to be humble. A man who wants to
love the whole world including one who calls himself his enemy
knows how impossible it is to do so in his own strength. He must
be as mere dust before he can understand the elements of ahimsa.
He is nothing if he does not daily grow in humility as he grows
in love. A man who would have his eye single, who would regard
every woman as his blood sister or mother, has to be less than
dust. He stands on the brink of a precipice. The slightest tunr of
the head brings him down. He dare not whisper his virtue to his
very own. For he knows not what the next moment has in store
for him. For him "pride goeth before destruction and haughtiness
before a fall." Well has the Gita said, "Passions subside in a fast-
ing man, not the desire for them. The desire goes only when man
sees God face to face." And no one can see God face to face who
has aught of the I in him. He must become a cypher if he
would see God. Who shall dare say in this storjn-tossed universe,
*I have won'? God triumphs in us, never we.

Let us not lower the values of these virtues so that we may
all be able to claim them. What is true of the physical world
is true of the spiritual. If in order to gain a worldly battle,
Europe sacrificed several million lives during the late War, itself a
transitory event, what wonder that, in the spiritual battle, millions
have to perish in the attempt so that one complete example may
be left to the world. It is ours merely to make the attempt in
the uttermost humility.

The cultivation of these higher virtues is its own reward. He
who cashes anyone of them loses his soul. Virtues are not to tjmde
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